Ramon S, Subejano

¢/o Dr. Louis S. Posner
277 West 38th Street
New York, W. Y,

March 16, 1949

Captain Harold G. Bergdale
1115 West 13
Sioux Falls, South Dekota

Dear Captain Bergdele:

Ferhaps you will be very much surprised tc receive this letter. However,
those of us who fought in the arena of the bloodiest battlefields in
Purope share memories and thoughts cuite unknown to the average person.
These memories knit a bond that is unbreakable.

g object of my letter is to inform you that I received the Award of
1 ver Star - decorated by Briz. Gen. George C. Beach, Jr. of Walter Reed
Generel Eospitsl, Washington, D. C. The happiest moment of my life was
when the General pinned the Silver Star on my chest. I thank you a
thousend times Captein Bergdale for recommending me for this award and
making the Philippines very proud of ne.
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I believe you are the only ons who perfectly understands how I fought -
hard, unguestioninz, uncomplaining,with faith in my heart that the real
victory was my end. It was under your command that I fought in some of
the bloodiest battles of the war., For examole - At the Battle of Felaise
Gap, it was reported that we destroyed Z00 enemy tanks, 240 self-propelled
une, 170 artillery pieces, 3,280 vehicles, over 8000 casuslties and

3,000 prisoners. )
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will never forzet the battle of Mairy on Sept. 8, 1944, You came to us
in the very ezrly morning to give us orders to prepare to move out. A

few minutes later you told us to stay ia dig. Ycu sz2id that"there were
one hundred Germen Tanke roazming and rambling arouné last night and now
they are ready to attack." 3Before you left us, you gave your final orders
saving that: "When the German go in counter attack, you all just lay down
and turn arocund and shoct." I had a feeling we were surrounded, and it
wag the first time I had learned that tactic from anyone since D-Day
Tormendy.

During that morning, my position on the top of the hill was the best spot
for obgservetion., I saw the German Jeen & Royal Tigsr Tenk headed for our
Co. C.2., Batt. & Regt. C. P. in the village. Iy direct report down the
hill to our T.D, & Irnfantry was successfully executed, at which time, we
destroyed 5 Royal Tiger Tanks and 2 Jeeps were destroyed, ons jeen captured,
and all their infantry wae wired out.

Cne German Jeev, in an attempt to escape from the village was speeding
toward me. I used your tactic and let them go vast me; then I shot the
two officers in it &t the back - and their jeep jumped into the ditech.

I was wounded by German artillery barrage and was sent to the village for
treatment. Upon my arrivel I had seen Germen Tanks and Cerman prisoners



and German dead all over the olace. ©Sir: You are the luckiest commander
1 have ever known, for no cone in our company was killed during that tloody
morning, on September 8, 1944,

The battle of Mozelle River - wheén we crossed it and attacked Fort Koenig-
smacker on November 9, 1944, Tho btloodiest of all the bloodiest. The
earth trembled under the worst artillery bLombardment the world had ever
lmown. Co. "A"™ - 258th Infantry had mustered one of the strongest steel
and concrete bastions ever designed by German enzineering skill. On the
firet day of that battls, I was one man of the hour, when S/Sgt. Johnson
ordered me to return to the first tunnel we ceptured that morning for our
Co., C.P, & Ratitallion aid station.

Waen I arrived at that tunnel, I found ee
Germans from Zesse Hamtown. I enzazed in skirmish inside the tunnel, wounded
ona of the Germans, oreaking ist - and captured the second soldier,
tarning him over to you in the woods. As I returned to the tunnel, I saw 2
German runninz toward my position Tfrom tas Bessefam town. It was my mission
to keep these Germans from counter attacking our Comvany in the wecods.
Fortunately, our medical aid man Private Carl Weirgartner came and I let

him guard the & Germans I capturcd that morning.

trat it wee occupied by escapned
r

Counter attack was followed by counter atiaclk - so many times tha% I
very tired of shooting tham s le handed. You came to me and you per
gave me orders to 2o inside the tunnsl to sleep. “hen I complained th
there was ncbody to take my place, you promised Yo put in two soldiers - z=nd
1 immediately fell asleep. %wzen I auwcke in the afterncon I realized th
tunnel wes full of wounded,

v Artillery bombdaré-
creot around - completely
x fzet away fron

I joined our Company tnat afterncon and we were dinre
ment. Then the eneny counter attacked. I crawils n
covered with humen flesh and blood. 3 €0
his body. During the night we carrisd our wounded

The next morninz, we stormed the slove of the Fort. The Germans wWers 230
prepared thet they reoidly blew us apart. Hovever, during the moraning

we controlled the top of Fort Koesnizsmacker., Taree counter attacks were
beaten off by us during the afternoon, and tne casualties mounted. On the
third day, Captain Bleke ordered me to g0 back Yo guard our C.F. & Battelion
aid station.

When I arrived at the station, I sew you were busy at the talephone. I
resumed my position - and again thet earta shaking bombardment began. I
saw artillery shells bursting 211 around us - and the whistling came fron
every direction. I suspectad thet it was not all Germen artillery tnat
was butchering our soldiers., I called your attention to this - and you
immediatsly investigated and by checking with ou
wer2 stopped. This action saved the e

tehind at the Fort, as well as the live
Tithout you we could no% have captured

T Bn . & Fegt. une berragss
10ee souldiers we had leZ
2ot of ths Division,

=
hat afternoon.
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I aleo remember what Lt. 2 Jamee A. Yan Flset said ic us vefere we
crossed the Moselle Eivar on Novembaer 9, 1944, He escidy "boys, we have
a very serious uiss Pointing his fiuger across the hills, he esaid.
1There ars loty of Torirasees over there and the Germans
are sitting cdown and z. Hdow, we ar:s the ones that work hard
and it is for us n digz them out of there.
de also said that nevar win the war arnd only the artillery wins
wvars. "You have the worldé and don't forzet to zaro it for
two lwundred yards to you all," His statement was really true
end proven oy us - tAe one Company of M -~ 1 can wipe out
one German 32ale words and thes2 of the General - were tha
words of the Ar only ons who came back elive to repeat

.
Fx &

: .
thoas words,

Cur Tizht and onr l2ader's words in the arena of the battlefield, the whole
werld does not mmow. I belisve this is the secreb of our miasion.

Cn Movember 32, 164! in the cevening we atviacked ths Slegfried lins. VWhen
ve were climbing to the barbed wire, the Fermen machine zuns opened Ifire
and meny of the boys were killed - their bodles caught on the wire, I was
lncky encu=¢ to drop inside that drzgon's teeth line, We crewled forwarc
and then Jumﬁed into the trenches full of water. This was my first experience
wita sober trench foob. Hany CGermans jumped over our heads in a countbor
sttack but they did not see us in the trenches. Two other boys end I were
78 yards away from the Germa: zachine zun nest - but we wers helnless to

2

je were waiting for some more help but nobody came, ‘“hen our messenger
found us, he asxed me whers the Sniper was. I grabbed his mouth to keep

niz ouiet because many Germans were lying on the top of the trenches. I
reelized the whole Company were walting for me o move out., If our Compmany
were zone, we were only three toys lefi behind inside of Siegfried line.

I remember how we suffered - hixzing and cirelinz the town in the whole night.
Yovember 23, 1844, we launched our attack, We capiured rl7l Boxes, and &

Tew prisoners., aen German 88 opened fire you snouued "20ys - 20 and zetb
it." YWe were running fast and I didn'%t know where to go. Vhen I came out

of the woods, I saw one German running aand I shot him dead. All the boys

T
followed me to the town, half of which was occupied by Co. E. Whan you
rrived you told me we were going to take the otlaer helf of the town.

We wers ron house to house and

all my scguacd ware ceptured and
killed., I we lone, and about to cross the str2et to join the other sguad
vwhen German Royzl Tizer in the middle of the street opened fire of 50 celiter
machine gun on me, I escaped in the lst bullding and 211 thz others after
that one until I found you in the C. P. Dut the lst building was destroyed
by Germen 88 fired from the Tank. I was lucky that morning.

I jeined with you to obuserve in the ton of our . P. There wes a German Medic
end a zroup of soldiers carrying white flaze approaching. I was ready to
s100% them, tut you told me to let thew in. We were real soldiers - with
zuts. We could take deys and nights of constant Artillery Eombardment without
comvlaining, We left the nlece in ruins,
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Cn December €, 1944 we crosgsed Se
nardly cerry my boxes of mortel shells
et davn. The Germsns shot at me but missed.
soldiers and captured three. I believe
that morning.

» River. I was

-
&

I fired vacx
I was the first to
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g0 wegk I could
became lost in the

wocds alone
and killed two
kill Germans

I was very hapoy about capturirg the tnres soldiers because I wented then

to carry my boxes of shells., I marched them %o our Bettalion Fesadguarters

in Saarnautern town. All the bovs were hapoy to have me in the Battalion.

I found out thet the whole town was full of German S S troops. The Master
Sergeant cooked roast chicken for me and sent me ftc sleep on h: bed. e
gaid he would cwaken me at 5:00 p.a. to guard. At €:30 P,¥. I heard sclédiers
merching in the far Their march step wes so necaliar thet I knew
they were not Ameri . 1 let them come closer then halt ed them.
They reised thelr h ped from my door and found tnuu to be German

3 8 troops. I called all ¢ ovs to come out and everytody was pleased at
my cepturing 13 Germ S troovers,

I told the boys tc remove the Cfermans' belts and the tottom of thelr trousers.
“wverybody got souveners from them excevt me.

At 8:00 o'clock I worked with Sergeant in loading and unloading

our truck and boat - =nd carr r, food and amrunition to the
3zttalion Headquarters across iver.

A% 4:00 A, ¥, Tee. 7, 1844, oun 0 z2h wald and smmunition
for our commany. At £:Z0 a.n ur commany Fihere is our
uampany Ccmmander " woka 1 and they wers surnrised thet I
was still alive )

The guard in fronit of your door brought me to your bed, In the derkness I
recounted my experilence to arding the canture of the 12 Germans.

Tou go% up and ordsred the to nave breekfzst and bs ready to attack
that same morning, &t 5:0 you geve us orders to move out, which thke
boys d4id oy ang of ths w tner than the doors - becauss Lhs smart
smericans k new Cermen snivers always zerced fcor the doors,

We were pinned by CGerman macnine gun firs - and we tcok cover in a big building,
Again you geve O*de to zo forward - and we crossed thet stream cof water.

I occnpied the lst building, captured 2 Germans, killed 7 with hand grenades
in the basement. Then fignbting from rocm to room, wounded 2 mere and killed 1.

A Ffew of the boys joined me and I tool six hand grenades en

t9 buiiding throwinz nard zZrenzdos ag I went. In one rocm
=) = = »
German scldiers ané ons woman, I was moving so fast I foun

~
2

urrounded by Germens, Thanks to my hand zrenades and

my r
Germans lay dead arnd wourded, ne ones that remnaine clwe
a struggle. Tais was the battle for whica you recommended
Hichest Medal of the United 3tzies Army.

Resides all this, T might say that bvefore our Division sent
United States on Sevtember 1945, I was also racommendad for
¥edsl of Honor, sizned by threz soldiers who Tought with me
mich to my surorise and disappointasnt the award did not co

4 went from building

I %illed three

d myself alone,
ifle, a lot of
surrenderzd without

me for the Third

one

me home to the
the Congressional
in “orm31dy - but
me through.
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T™is took place between June 15, 1°44 and July 3, 1844, - Yajor General
Tugere M, Lemdrum, gave me orders, personally, ©to 20 out for Germans eas

e sniper and shoot anything I could sea. By carrying out nis orders,

I was able to locate the Germen lines - and thirty-one Germans were killed
by me. Laoter this German position was rcported to my platoon leader who
repnrted the position to the 357th which gave them barrsge. Because I

had Dbesn able to locate the German peositlon and our barrage had weakened
thelr defénses, we were adble to attack on July &, 1944, Ye moved from our
vosition on July 2nd, Sunday at noon - t¢ 2o %o new oosition. IHonday
morning at 2:00 am we moved out very close %o th

O 3~

At 5:00 a. m, we gave them a 45 minute barrage and then our machine guns
fired & tracer which we followad. We met the Germaus by skirmish, using
nand grenades, bazookas and rifles agains? German Roysl Tigzer Tanks.

I wes given fifteen German soldiers and one officer to march into the C.P.
While we were marching along, the Germens lsuzhed and sneered at the
wounded and dead Americans that were lyinz along the road. The German
officer spit on one of the wounded Americans I borrowed P.F.C. Martin's
¥ - 1 rifle and snot the officsr and the fifteen German soldiers with the
sixtezn bullets in the M - 1. We returned to our lires anrd found the
derman's counter attacking our company at whica time I killed, eleven of
tnese Germans. Upon joining my comvany, I was wounded with my former
Company Commander Captain Rust and Captain Blaks, at 2:00 a.m. on July 3rd,
1344, We were sent back to tae Battalion Aid SL( ion. General Zugene M.
Lamdrum our Division Commandsr saw me and talked to me for trhe last time
hers - before I left for hospitalization in Enzland, 52nd Ceneral Fospital.

s, Sir, is the story of my Congressi Honor, Sir - a
thorough sezrch has teer made of the irformaticn has been
fournd to irdicate that = recommendst pbnitted on my vehalf for a
medal of Horor.

, 1543 & Decoretionn EFranch

Genara calonel who interviewed
me, advisascd me r whe recomnended me
for ths Award of ilvaer Star Awerd can
te changed tc il ia Cemmender.

I was also told that 211 awards approved overseas, sxcent the Medal of Honor
are snncunced in ordcois -~ and thet copies of such orders were forwarded

to the Deparvaent of the Army. The recommendations for the Medal of Honor
ere forvarded to the Decorations Zcard, Dept. of the Army Tfor considsrstion.
Unen approval, tie Awards are announced in War Devartment General Orders.

I also enclose the erning yonr orcrent
adaresa, Sir - 1T I may secure
the highest ledel i ecommendation
for me, will Te the for I 7

doudt thet when the;

my wish,



reenlisted in the Army.

Upon my arrival in Germany, I wvas transferred to lst Division, 1%th Infantry
inti Tanlc Co., in Eanberg, Germeny. Thern the 2rd Arny Headaquarters orcéered
re to fly to London, I atitemled Victory Parade and wes 43cor ted LUy the
Trench Governmani with the Croix de Guerre., T also 2d decorations
from the Belgiun and Dutelh zovernments with the TFou medals.

Avove all, I was the naticnal zuest of ths whele of ZInglard - with all
exgensea valé for my convenienrs, UWhaen I weas flown back to Frankfort, I
amffered another zttack of arthritis from which I am still suffaring.

In cornclusicn, mey I sey that I am lo forwarc o your graclous,
favoratbls zrnswer, and thal you will 2z snsideration fo 4y request regarding
the Conzrsssicnal ifedaal of Honor.

Tours Faithfully -~ ex "Sniper“

,ﬁp S PPy
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o Do I m“u_? b vv¢d grzhefal if you would drop
Iz} A i

inzton, D. C.



Captein Harold G. Bergdale

0331167 .. .
1116 West 13 JHEs Tl
Sioux Falle, South Dekota j T
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